Bessie Smith Hawthorne
December 27, 1935 - March 19, 2020

Bessie Smith Hawthorne, 84, of Port Arthur, Texas passed away March 19, 2020. She was
born in Port Arthur, Texas on December 27, 1935 to the late William Holman and Cassie
Hall Holman. She graduated from Stephen F. Austin High School as Valedictorian in 1954.
Bessie was a member of the Alpha Pi Epsilon at Lamar University where she graduated
Magna Cum Laude and was a member of the Lamar Marching Band. She started her
career at Gulf Oil and retired from the Port Arthur I.S.D. where she was the secretary for
the Assistant Superintendent. Bessie was a member of Calvary Baptist Church in Port
Acres where she played the organ and piano for over 50 years. She was a member of the
Golden Triangle Model A Club and the Antique Automobile Club of America. Bessie loved
to travel and took many trips all over the world. Her love for cooking was enjoyed by many,
especially her cornbread dressing and rolls. She was an avid reader and shared her love
of books with her grandchildren. She was also a huge fan of the Astros and loved to watch
her children and grandchildren play ball. Bessie was a very loving mother, aunt,
grandmother, and great-grandmother. She will be missed by all who loved her and knew
her.
Those left to cherish Bessie’s memory are her children, Jim Smith and his fiancé Susie,
Kenny Smith and his wife Beth, Ritchie Smith and his wife Delena, Patti Klima, Michele
Smith, Steve Hawthorne, and Julie Chumley and her husband Len; her 15 grandchildren;
her 25 great-grandchildren; and numerous nieces and nephews. She is preceded in death
by her parents; her husbands, Melvin Smith and Steve Hawthorne; and her brother, Bill
Holman.
The funeral service will be private with a memorial service at a later date.
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Private Family Burial
Oak Bluff Memorial Park
618 Block St., Port Neches, TX, US, 77651

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Melancon's Funeral Home - March 20 at 01:06 PM

“

I have many good memories of working with Bessie at Port Arthur ISD and the many
parties we had that included her cornbread dressing!

Judy Smith - March 25 at 04:38 PM

“

You will be deeply missed Bessie. I can’t believe you died the day after David. You
were a loving lady, and God’s love shone brightly in you. Rest in God’s eternal
peace.

Carolyn Smith - March 20 at 10:47 PM

“

She was the sweetest person . I dont think I ever saw her mad . She was a blessing to
know and to my cousins I'm so sorry for your loss . My heart lays heavy for you . Rest in
peace .
Monika - March 21 at 03:34 AM

“

Bessie and Melvin started our senior group Merry Hearts at Calvary. They provided
us with so very many good times and wonderful memories! We will surely miss her
so very much! She was loved by everybody who met her. She was a warm and
loving lady!

Becky England - March 20 at 02:18 PM

“

Bessies brother was my dad she was a one of a kind lady I haven’t seen her for
many years but I loved her and will miss her RIP Aunt Bessie

billie holman simpson - March 20 at 02:00 PM

“

Bessie was my mother in law for 28 years, she was the most giving woman, to her
kids and daughter in laws and grandkids. I loved her potato soup, anytime I was sick
she would always make me a pot of potato soup and bring it over. But she was
probably best known for her "ROLLS" she made the best. I loved the way she would
make up games for the kids. I think their favorite was the treasure hunt. She will
missed by so many. Praying for my kids as well as the rest of the family. Ronda
Smith Riley

Ronda K Smith - March 20 at 01:32 PM

“
“

“

Sweetest woman I ever met
Marla Branham - March 20 at 01:52 PM

Sending Prayers, she was a Very Sweet Lady
Lisa Sajjad - March 20 at 03:01 PM

Kenny, my condolences to you and your family.

Misty Kirkland - March 20 at 12:54 PM

“

Sending all our love and prayers. Bessie was such a sweet soul and always so
pleasant to be around. RIP Bessie

Craig and Gala Brown - March 20 at 12:31 PM

“

Bessie was a very special lady and a good friend to all who knew her. Praying for you
all.

Rita Leget - March 20 at 12:29 PM

