Muriel Lucille Stubbs
November 5, 1929 - April 2, 2017

Muriel Lucille Stubbs, 87, passed away on Sunday, April 2, 2017 in Houston. She was the
daughter of Cecil Stubbs and Clara Gray Stubbs and was born in Port Arthur, Texas on
November 5, 1929, where she also grew up, the fourth of seven children. She was active
with the Camp Fire Girls, served as a camp counselor and continued to attend annual
reunions at their camp. After graduating from Thomas Jefferson High School, she
received her Bachelor’s Degree in English and a Master’s Degree in Guidance and
Counseling from the University of Texas at Austin and a Master’s Degree in Literature
from the Bread Loaf School of English of Middlebury College in Middlebury, Vermont. She
retired after 38 years of teaching English in Port Arthur public schools (where Janis Joplin
was one of her students); The Bishop’s School in La Jolla, California; and J.E.B. Stuart
High School in Falls Church, Virginia. Many of her former students became her lifelong
friends. She has also taught in White Pines College’s Elder Hostel program in Chester,
New Hampshire, and most recently coordinated a monthly creative writing group where
aspiring writers came together to share ideas and critique each other's work.
Muriel was a feminist always and a Yellow Dog Democrat, but aside from marching
numerous times down Constitution Avenue with signs and placards, she was seldom able
to indulge these passions until she retired and moved to Houston in the early 1990’s and
became a regular volunteer with the Harris County Democratic Party. Volunteering for the
party was very fulfilling for Muriel, and she fell in love with her volunteer work for the party
and with her fellow activists. She served as Editor of the ROADwomen Register, the
monthly newsletter of the River Oaks Area Democratic Women’s Club, where she
published a monthly column, Muriel Stubbs’ News Update.
She is survived by her brother Bill Stubbs and his wife, Patsy; her brother Mark Stubbs
and Don Willson, and many other family members and special friends. She was preceded
in death by both parents; her brother Carlton and her sisters Cecile, Gwen and Bonnie.
Muriel’s family wants to thank the staff of Memorial Hermann Greater Heights Hospital and
all of her friends who came to visit her and lovingly cared for her in her final days,

especially her nieces - Kay Stubbs, Lesley Stubbs and Lyndi Reed, and friends MariAlice
Grimes and Toni Medellin.
Following a private graveside service at Memory Gardens, Nederland, Texas, a
Celebration of Muriel’s Life will be held in Houston at a later date. In lieu of flowers, please
make contributions to the Houston Friends for Life at (713) 863-9835.
"To love that well which thou must leave ere long." -William Shakespeare
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Comments

“

More than three decades ago at what was otherwise an ordinary Monday afternoon
faculty meeting, Muriel Stubbs became my teaching hero and role model. After the
usual banalities that frequent such gatherings, the discussion turned to the topic of
whether or not our “non-college bound” students would be better served if their
guidance counselors enrolled them into more vocational courses rather than classes
that emphasized subjects like English Literature. After a few minutes of generally
non-productive back and forth comments among the faculty members, Muriel rose to
her feet, paused for a moment to ensure she had the attention of everyone in the
room and proceeded to make an extraordinary and passionate argument for the
importance of a complete curriculum for these less academically successful students.
Her logic was simple; of all the individuals at Stuart High School, this group of
students more than anyone else should be encouraged to take literature courses.
College bound students, she argued, would have many opportunities to take such
English courses and be exposed to the thoughts of the greatest writers in history. But
for those whose future did not include formal education after high school, these years
would very likely be the last time in their lives that they would be exposed to such an
experience. She paused once again and then clearly stated that they deserved that
opportunity. As someone whose life was positively changed by my sophomore
English teacher and her love of literature, I knew from my own life Muriel was correct.
The passion she possessed for her subject inspired the next two decades of my own
teaching career.
It was that moment that made me into a life-time admirer of Muriel Stubbs.
Contributed by Sherry Singer, Biology teacher, retired, J.E.B. Stuart High School
(Falls Church, VA), currently residing in San Francisco, CA.

David Roylance - April 05, 2017 at 04:37 PM

“

Back in the fifties, Muriel Stubbs was my seventh grade English teacher at Woodrow
Wilson Junior High in Port Arthur, Texas. After all these many years, I have never
forgotten her. Not only was she an excellent English teacher, she was unfailingly
warm, kind and sincerely interested in each of her students. My classmates and I
wanted to do our best for Miss Stubbs, because, in her good natured way, she
expected our best efforts. In countless ways, she also worked to instill in us an
empathy and kindness for others that would transcend our self-centered adolescent
ways. Years later, when I embarked on a career as an English teacher, she was an
excellent and generous mentor. I deeply appreciated her time and generosity of
spirit. God blessed us with the gift of this beautiful lady, who was born to be a
teacher, friend, and mentor to many.
Sandra (Sandy) Vaughan Merrifield
San Antonio, Texas
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